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Background:

Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) will conduct a hearing on a proposed project at Herring Point in Cape Henlopen State Park at 6 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 11, at the Lewes Public Library, 111 Adams Ave.

The purpose of the hearing is to solicit views on the Division of Soil and Water Conservation’s permit application to reconstruct and refurbish the north and south timber and stone groins by placing 17,900 square feet of stone rip-rap extending 250 feet from mean high water in the ocean. The purpose of the project is to replace the two failed groins along the shoreline in an effort to protect the Herring Point bluff.

Annapolis Surf Club Position:

The Annapolis Surf Club (hereafter, "ASC") was formed in 2001, and became a 501(c)3 charitable organization in 2005. The ASC is comprised of surfers, primarily those who reside in excess of 50 miles from Delaware surfing areas. However, ASC members regularly use the access points, parking areas, and beaches provided by DNREC for surfing activities, as well as surfing-related ASC functions. As such, the ASC has a vested interest in continued and improving access to public beaches in Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, and New Jersey, as well as the ability to legitimately pursue surfing, a legal activity, on those public beaches. 
The Annapolis Surf Club is highly interested in the outcome of the Herring Point decision-making process for several reasons, some described above. In particular, due to the Herring Point bluff, beach slope, and existing jetties, the ASC recognizes Herring Point as a surfing area that is hydrographically unique in the Mid-Atlantic region. This hydrographic situation is often referred to as a "point break," a coastal feature that is particularly uncommon in the Mid-Atlantic region. This uniqueness has created an inherent cultural and recreational value in the region, particularly as it relates to surfing and shallow-water fish habitat. 
As a result, the ASC joins the Surfrider Foundation in supporting the design option (replacement or enhancement of the jetties) that is most likely to result in the long-term viability of the Herring Point POINT BREAK surf spot, commonly referred to as "The Naval Jetties." The site is hydrographically unique in the Mid-Atlantic region, which creates an inherent cultural and recreational value that has not, and likely cannot, be replicated elsewhere within the region, and certainly not within Delaware.
